Transient ischemic attack: the presenting manifestation of transient asystole.
A patient with a focal transient neurologic deficit and no evidence of other underlying disease as an etiology is diagnosed with episodic asystole. His neurologic deficit was reproduced with episodes of asystole. The combination of asystole and localized intracranial atherosclerotic disease can produce focal neurologic deficits and should be considered in the differential for transient ischemic attack. It is easily preventable and responds to permanent implantation of a transvenous pacemaker.